[bookmark: _GoBack]Exploring Events Essay and Project Assignment Prompt
Advanced Composition, Fall 2020
NOTE: Due dates differ for graduating seniors and all other students
Due date for graduating seniors: Tuesday, November 17, 2020 by 11:59pm (I cannot grant ANY extensions to this deadline; your final grades are due the following morning)
Due date for all students who are not graduating this semester: Wednesday, November 25, 2020 by 11:59pm (There are also no extensions for this deadline, as this is the last day of final exams)

· For this essay and project, you will choose a historical/cultural event and examine it from multiple points of view. 
· You may wish to work with something that you wrote about for your classwork during Week 13, since you’ve already begun thinking about it
· First, you will write an informative, researched essay of 250-500 words about the factual details of the event. Remember that copying information from other sources and dropping it into your essay with no personal introduction, explanation, or follow-up by you is not writing. Also remember that all information, including by not limited to dates, people’s names, statistics, and locations, that does not come from your own mind MUST be cited to avoid plagiarism. I cannot stress this enough. You will have to cite most of your information in this portion of the paper, since you will be reporting facts that you can’t have created yourself. Naturally, that also means that you will include a Work Cited page at the end of the paper with an entry for every source you use. 
· The next portion of the assignment is the project. You will choose one of the options below and use it to examine your event from a particular point of view. You may choose to take the part of an observer or of someone directly involved with the event. You may choose a real person whose opinions you have researched or have been made known, or you may choose to take the part of a generic person who has a specific point of view in the experience. The project options have been organized by type; again, you will choose only one of these options. 

Performing Arts Projects
If you choose an interpretive format that requires filming, my recommendation is to film, upload to YouTube (you can make the video private for only those who have the link, if you like), and submit the link. This will be the easiest way to ensure that your video is of the highest possible quality and you are able to submit the entire thing. Otherwise, you will need to compress your file to submit it, which may dramatically lessen your video’s quality. 
· Create a script for a skit about your event. Then, perform and film the skit. Your video must be between five and ten minutes long.
· Choreograph an interpretive dance that you perform and film. Your dance must be between four and eight minutes long. 
· Compose a song based on your chosen event. This song must include your original lyrics, and the music may either be original or borrowed. Perform and film the song. Your song must be between three and eight minutes long. 
Visual Art Projects
If you choose an interpretive format that requires taking a picture of your project, I have two recommendations. The first is to actually create a short video in which you show the entire project and then zoom in on specific portions so that I can examine details. You would then follow the above directions for a filmed project. The second is to take the needed photos and then compile them into one file for clarity and ease of submission. 
· Create a drawing, painting, or sculpture based on your chosen event. Your drawing or painting must be at least 12 inches x 12 inches large. The medium and size of your sculpture must be individually approved by Mrs. OB. 
· Create a collage based on your chosen event. Your collage must be at least 12 inches x 12 inches large. 
· Create a scrapbook based on your chosen event. Your scrapbook must be at least four pages long and be at least 8 inches x 8 inches large. There are digital scrapbook programs that you can use, which will give you an electronic file to submit. If you choose to make a physical scrapbook, video or photo must be taken. 
Writing Projects
If you choose an interpretive format that requires writing, you must type your work into a document and submit the file. 
· Write a collection of poems that represent your chosen event. You must write at least four poems with a total length of at least three typed, double-spaced pages. 
· Write a series of diary/journal entries from the point of view of your chosen person during or reflecting on your chosen event. Your series of entries must be at least 750 words long. 
· Write an argumentative essay in which you take a specific position in regard to your chosen event and attempt to convince others that it is the correct position. Your essay must be at least 750 words long and include citations as needed. 
Multimedia Projects
If you choose an interpretive format that requires both written and graphic elements, you can either complete the project using a digital program and submit a file that incorporates both aspects (as you would with the fully written projects), or you can combine the elements by hand and then follow the submission directions for visual art projects.
· Create a newspaper that discusses your chosen event. Your newspaper must include columns and a combination of articles, editorials, advertisements, and/or pictures. It must include a header with the newspaper title, location, and date, on page 1, and it must be at least four total pages. 
· Write and illustrate a comic/graphic novel that interprets your chosen event. Your comic must include at least 20 frames. 
 
Grading
All essays in this class will be graded according to the attached rubric and evaluated in the following four areas:
Completion (following the directions that are given)
MLA format (general paper format and citations)
Content (the ideas you convey and the effectiveness of the interpretation in your project)
Grammar and Mechanics (punctuation, subject-verb agreement, avoiding run-ons and fragments, etc.)


